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THE BAZAINE TRIAL

The Respomsibility of Bazaine Before His-
tory—What He Did and What
He Shonld Have Dome..

Duty of Military Commanders
Henceforth.

A Warning to Gen'emls
in All Lands,

PaR1s, Dec, 31, 1878,

Beforo Marshal Bazaine’s trial assumes the dim-
mess of a historical event it may be well to take &
Jast glnnoe at its maln bearinga and to consider the
permsanent impresmon which 1t {s destined to leave
on she minds of the French army. There 18 the more
reason for so doing, 28 the opinions of French mill-
tary men wiil but reflect those of Boldiers the
wheie world over, for all of whom this trial will
be of Iasting iImportance. The era of human wars
is nnhappily far from closed, Any general, French
er loreign, may be placed hefore long in the posi-
#lon which Basalne occupled three years ago, and,
mnder such circumstances, the precedent of Ba-
saine’s case could not fall to be used, elther by
‘the General himsel! as & guide for his conduct, or
by a court martial sitting In judgment on the Gen-
eral, if he repeated any of the offences and errors
for which the ex-Commander ol Metz has been con-
demned. The Triznon court have, In ract, laid
down a clear code of military duties, and It con.
oerns oMeers of every nation, and 1o a certain, de-
gree civillans also, t0 know accurately what those
dutles are.

TR COUNTS OF THE BAZAINE IMPEACHMENT.

Bazaine was virtualy condemped on nine
oonnts, although these nine were nominally con-
densed into lour:—

First—For having capitulated with an army with-
oashaving done ali that was possible 1o aeweat the
enemy, or, ol all events, to InMict heavy lodses on

Seeond—For having surrendered a citadel ander
simiiar conditionsg —that 18, before having ex-
Rausted all the means of resistance,

Third—For having surrendered his citadel with-
out destroying it lortifications, arsenals and

and his forees without having previously
burned thelr fags, cangsd their rides to be broken
and their guns 10 be rendered useless.

Fourth—For baving epoken in disconragin
terms to s subalterns and even to private sol-
diers, with a view to impressing upon them that
resistance was useless.

Prth--For having, at a counpcil of war of the

¢l generals under his orders, concesled

m these generals that he had alreudy entered

into negotiations with the enemy and having con-

sequently induced them to approve cerfain resolu-
tdons of his, under wrong inlormation,

Bixth—For having dishonorably tried to shield
B8 own respopsibility behind the approval of the

erals wio, as apbove sald, had been deceived by

Seventh—For having entered into negotiations of
& military and political character with an indi-
vidual who had no credentials to show, and for
Jhaving informed this peison, who turned ont sub-
I.e?nnnt'l: to be a #py ol the enemy, that the cita-
::n and garrison could not hold out beyond a speci-

date.

Bghth—For having previously to the blookade in
‘Mets acted lu detiance ol certain despatches,
‘which adjured him to march to the rellelf of Metz;

&nd lor baving on hid purt forwarded untrotni
despatches, declaring that such a march was im.
possible.

Minth—For having sacrificed his military duty to
pohitical congiderations, and naving in particular
Felused 10 rec Ze and aot 1n co-operation with
& goverument that was being obeyed Ly the ma-
jority of tne nation, und wilch was de facto the
government of the land, the Emperor being a
prisoner and the Empress baving fled from Lhe

WHAT BAZAINE SHOULD HAVE DONE

BIEGE OF METZ

As it |8 scarcely probable that a general of any
fmportant country outside France will ever find
humsell in Bagaine's political predicament—ithat is,
be under the ity of transferring his alle-
glance to & revolutionary government, Sprung up
in the midst of a war—we may dismiss the ninth
ocount, and, examining only the first eight, proceed
to coumder what Bazaine should have done. In
the rst place, then, after the Rhine army of 160,000
was entrusted to his care he should have
spread 1t over several roads in order that it might
Teach the Mense the faster and there operate its
Junction with MacMabon's forces, Had he done
Abin, instead of massing all his men on a kingle
road, the Germans would never have had time to
head him at Mars-la-Tour. But, granted that by a
miracle of promptitude the Germans had still suc-
eeeded 10 placing themselves between his army
and the Meuse, then Bazalne, after defeating them
at Mars-la-Tour, a8 he actually did, should have
attacked them on the following day before
reinforcements had arrived to their rescue.
Prince Frederic Charies acknowledges that if
Basaine had followed up his advantage bt
Mars-la-Tour by coming to action early the mext
morning the Germans would have been obliged to
retreat, not being numerous enougn o oppose the
‘380,000 men, and, as & consequence of their retreat,
Basaine and MacMahon would have been able to
Join ther srmies and mage & stand on ihe plains
of Chilons, where, with 300,000 men between them,
they would have been almost invinelble. Far from
doing this, Bazaine spent the day alter Mars-la.
Tour in complete Inactivity, then began & back-
"ward march apon Metz. The Germans, reinforced
oy this time, accordingly went in pursuit of hime
defeated him at Gravelotte, and, having thus per-
manently cut of his communications with the
Meuse, drove him inio Metz and set to work to
Blockade him.

WHAT BAZAINE SHOULD HAVE DONE IN METZ.

Bazsine's incapacily—putting the most favor-
able construction on his negligence -thus cansed
the defeat of MacMahon, by allowing the latter to
De oustnumbered. But admitting, for argument’s
sake, that after doing hig besat to reach the Meuse
‘Bazaine had been vanquished by superior loreces
strategy or by a combination of unfortunately
adverse circumstances—admitting, in fact, that his
retreat into Metz had been Inevitable—then what
should have been his conduct once he was
bleckaded? Here bis duty became clear. To have
astacked the Germans on the morrow of Mars-la-
Toar perhaps required a certaln dose of genius for
the absence of which & general cannot be held
eriminal ; but to play his part worthily inside Mets
it eniy needed the common sum of good sense
which must lork in every office of nigh rank.
The German army aronnd Metz never at any time
numbersd more than 200,000 men; and, having In
All no less than 170,000 mén ander him in Metz,
Bazaine should have attacked the 200,000 without
reapite, at all polnts, every day and night. He
should have ordered sortle after sortie, kept the
enemy continually on the lookout, risked any losses
on his own side In order to (ngict losses on them,
harsss, fatigue and dishearten them. In the
molitary sortie of any consequence which Bagaine
dia make, but 10 days only before the capltulation
{October 10), the Germans sumered such loss as
proved conciusively what would have been the re.
suit had these sorties been commenced and re-
peated without cesse since the beminning of
Beptember. But the Germans themselves ad-
mit that if Bagaine had offered a deter-
mined resistance the consequences must
have Dbeen these: the OCermans could mnot
Rhave kept up the alege with 200,000 men, and woald
have been obliged tosend for relnforcements and
#0 weaken the forces around Paris and on the
Loire. Meanwhile the French armies on tbe Loire
having less or no hostile forces to contend with,
‘Would bhave been In & position to relieve Parts, which
Was only blocknded by 180,000 men, and the Ger-
MAns, too pruodent to risk a straggle with the Loire
armies and with the garrison of Paris at such un-
oqual odds, would have raised the slege of the
oapital. Indeed, as It was General Moltke doubted
88 the beginning of October whether it would be
possible to continue the siege of Paris, and was
making preparations for retreat. The alege of
Faris was only commenced under the supposition
thad the Parisians would not resist. Once it be-
oame evident that they meant to boid out, 1t would
mave been impossible to biockade them efMectn-
adly had the army in Mets done its duty. General
Maltke was t00 phrpwd to eXposo himpelr to a

BEFORE THE

defeat under the walls of Paris, for such s defeat

must have degenerated Into & rout.

WHAT BAZAINE SHOWLD HAVE DONB IF FOROED TO
CAPITULATR.

“But," it may be orged, “if Bazaine had prop-
erly defended himsalf in Mets he would only have
succeceded in massing the entire stremgih of the
@Germana round nis citadel, and ba weuld nave
been forced to yield ln the end.” FPossibly; bot a
general's duty 18 to conslder how best he may
serve the commen interesta of the ¢ountry, and the

| prospect of losing his own entire army bas no busl-

mess t0 chock his operations. I Basaine had
forced the Germans to ralse the siege of Pans the
eapitulation of Metz would have been but of mec-
ondary importance. He was bound, however, to
prolopg hus resistance in Metz until it was abso-
lutely impossivle, irom want of food and ammu-
nition, @ hold out any longer, and, when the
capitulaiion ioomed sbhead as unavoldable, then he
ehould have opened negotiations with the ene¢my
and stipulated that &1l nis garrison should march
out with the honors of war—that is, free to go
away with their arms under pledge ot not fighting
agiin during the campaign, 1If the enemy had
been kept iD ignoTande ol the exhauation ol sup-

_ plies inside the city it 8 probavle they might have

soceded to theae terms; but had they not done so,
then it was Bazaine's duty to act as Todleben dia
at Bebastopol—blow up his fortifieations, destroy
the areensis and casemates, smash all his rifies and
cannon, drench his smmmunition and burn his Miagzs
and stores, 8o that nothing whatever should have
lallen into the bands of the enemy. Thus the
capltolation of Met2 would have been one of the

| grandest, most heroie on record,

BUMMARY,

Now, suppose Bazaine had acted in the manner
above sketeched, the Germans, in possession of dis-
mantled Metz, would bave one of two alternatives—
they might either have marched back upon Paris
or have offered to conclude peace, and ail the
probabilities are that they would have adopted the
latter course. To march back and face the Loire
armies and thosa of the North, arrayed with tie
Paris garrizgond under the walls of the capital,
would have been & measure demanding more men
and more energy than the Germans would have
been able to bring to bear after a protracted war-
faro round Meta, The armics under Paria would
have had time to organize themselves, to fortily
their positions, Lo estabiish themselves securely on
every river and eminence around Paris, and the
Germans would bave known well that 11 they at-
tacked these reorganized armies unsuccess'ully
their retreat from France must have resembled ihe
rout of Napoleon® Grand Army in the Russian
campaign of 1814 Therciore, Count Bismarck
would have offared peace ; but 4 peace offered with
@ strong and undeleated French army still in the
fleld could have compriged no humiliating condi-
tlons, At most a small war Indemnity would have
been stipulated, but there conid have been no talk
of apnexing Alsace and Lorraine or of subjecting
France toa foreign occupation. It follows, then,
from all this, that Bagalne |8 really responsibie lor
the loss of two provinces and for ail the cruel
depradations which have accompanied that loss,
He may urge In extenuation—and, indecd, he
does so—that he conld not foreses all that would
happen and did not order sorties becanse he
wished to save bis army from being use.essly
decuminated. But the answer to this is one which
o general muet henceiorth lay to heart:—Ho 18
bound to defend himself to the death without
counting the losses he may incur. Waris nota
humanitarian game, but If it were, humane con-
siderations should still have prompsed Bazaine to
atiack the enemy without mercy and without
regard for himself, seeing that every man slaln in
defending Metz would have apared twoor three
lives In other parts of France—io eEay nothing of
the tears that have been shed over the loss of
Alsace-Lorraine—tears which must count for
something in computing the horrors of war,

HISTORICAL PARALLELS TO BA-
ZAINE'S CASE.

Seven Marshals of France Sentenced to
Death in Four Centuries.
Pamis, Dec. 23, 1873,

Everybody in Prance 18 8till ander the impges-
glon of the sentence pronounced om Marshai Ba-
zaine, and we are likely to be so for yet some time
to come. The commutation of the prisoner's
penaity and his transfer to the State Prison of the
Island of Ste. Marguerite will prevent the ex-Com.
mander of Metz Inding out of people's memories,
a8 he mignt have dome had he been shot, the
French being proverbially hasty in forgetting the
dead. Solong as he lives his name, his fortunes,
his errors or crimes will be matters of household
talk wherever two or three Frenchmen are
gothered together to discuss the eventa of the late
war. Itls as yet too earlv to judge what perma-
nent effect the trial of the “‘great scapegoat’ will
produce on the minds of the nation. For the pres-
ent the immense majority of the French people have
heartily ratifled the verdict of the judges, but
whether they will continue doing so after the first
gust of excitement has biown over, is anotner
question? There I8 so much mercuriality in the
French that there |8 no prognosticating to-day
what may be the pablic mood to-morrow; least of
all 18 it safe to prophesy when the polnt at issue 18
one invoking 80 many burning political topica.
This much, however, one may say—Dnamely, that
the commutation has generally been considered an
act of weakness on the part of President MacMahon.
When Rossel was tried for his participation in the
Commune he declared that he had thrown up his
commission in the regular army because he wns
convinced that Marshal Bazalne, under whose
orders he had gerved, had betrayed Metz; “and
amer that,’” added he, I could bhave mno further
confldence In any of our chiefs.” To this Colonel
Merlior, who presided over the court martial, an-
swered, with Indignation:—*Youp suspiclousness
of treachery does but aggravate your crime. It

showedl 8  tortuous, unpatriotic  mind;
for how dared you suppose that a
Marshal who bas attalned to the high-

est homors by his Dbravery and hia loyalty
would be gullty of anything anworthy? Buteven
if you had known for certain that your commander
had petrayed his trust it was your doly to wals
until he was Judged by the laws of his country.
For our laws are the same for all.” XNow, Rossel
wad shot and Bazaine, hia chlef, 1s to spend 20
yeara in & sunny island, where his wife and chil-
dren wiil be allowed to reside with him; where he
will have a fine suit of rooms, all the necessaries,
and even a8 many of the luxgrles, of liie a8 he
chooses to pay for, and where he will be ander no
other restraint than that of not leaving the five
square miles of fleld, garden land and sandy beach
of which she lsland Is composed. To the popular
mind this seems an unequal apportionment of pen-
altles—the more 80 aa there are thousanas of hum-
ble Communists far less gulity than either Rossel or
Bazalne, and who yel have been transported to
New Caledonia for the term of their natural livea
and ltve there as close prisoners. But there have
ever been two seta of scales In Justice's hand—one
for great culprita, who get short welght of punish-
ment; the other for the small ones, Who never fall
10 obtain tne utmost particie.
HISTORICAL PARALLELS.

Bazaine s the elghth Marshal of France who
has been condemned to death since the fMeenth
century, when the rank of marshal was frst
createa., He is, however, the only one of the elght
who obtained a respite, for all the others under-
went thelr sentence In its Ignominy. The Arst
was -
GILLES DE LAVAL, MARSHAL OF RETE,
born &t Machecoul in 1404 He dlstinguished him-
self greatly in tho wara agatnat the Engilah, and
eapeclally at the slege of Orleans, headed by Joan
of Arc, In 1420, But In time of peace he sallowed
hia thirst for lucre to get the better of him, and
having murdered two of his cousins and his wife
to obtain possession of thelr property he was tried
by the Parilament of Brittany and sentenoced to be

like a common felon and afterwards
burned, He pleaded hard to be beheaded, accord-
ing to the prerogative of his rank, but nis judges
refused this request, and Marshal de Rets was
banged to the public gibbet of Nantes in 1440. The
people had surnamed him Blue Beard. The second
li-starred marahal was

LOUIS B LUXEMBOURG,

Count of Bt. Pol, Grand Constable of Franoce,
wito was barn In I3 andbebeaded on the Plage

de Gréve in Paris, in 1415, for comspiring against
Louis XI, 'This marshal did not go to the seaffold
with & brave face. He screamed and struggled,
and the executioner struck him four times with
the axe before pavertng hia head from his body.
8t. Pol's excoution was imtendoed by Louis XL to
8CL 48 A warniug Lo the entire French nobiiity, who
had been growlng very turbalent. 1L was

. blow struck at the feudal independence
violabjilty of the nobles, and 1t suceceded
ita object.

CHARLES DN GONTAUT, DUKE AND MARSHAL

BIRON,

in-
in

was the next Prench marshal who suffered death
at the headsman's hands, He was the Inilmate
friend of Henrl IV,, who had thrice saved his lile
10 pattle: but, belng of & restlessa temper and un-
scrupulously ambitious, he waa constantly dav-
bling in conspiracies agalost nis king and bene-
fagtor. Twice Henrl IV, detected and pardoued
nim; but Biron's third conspiracy was ex-
ceptionally grave, He lent Dbimsed to &
plan  batched by BEpaln and the Duke
of Bavay for morselling France into several small
Brates, and s reward for shig disloyal co-opera-
tion was to be the sovereignty of Burgundy and
the hand of the Duke of Savoy’'s danghter. When
this conspiracy was brooght to light Henrl IV.
sent for firon and promised he should not be pun-
ished il he made & loll conlession. Hut he obati-
nately refused to speak, and so the King aban-
doned him to his fate. [e was tried by the Parlia-
ment of Paris, sentenced to death, and beheaded
Inmide the Baavlile in 1002, at the age or 40. 1If ever
& marshal justly fulfered deatn IL was assuredly
this Biron; nevertheless Henri 1V, in the excel-
lence of his heart, repented to his dying day not
having onecé more pardoned the man who had so
nngratéfully requited his numercos beneflta, He
used to say, **Poor Biron, consgiring was a sccond
nature with him." The next two marshals were
victima of Cardinal Richelleu,

BENRY I, DUKE AND MARIHAL DE MONTMORENCY,
and premier peer of France, was the commander
of the Huguenot faction. Made a prisoner at the
battie ol Castelnandiry, where the Protestants suf-
tered a crushing de.eat at the hands of Lowis XII1.'s
Catnolie troops, he was tried for pigh treason, cons
victed and execnted n the coart yard of the Capl-
tol at Towouse, in 1032,  He wns 57 vears old,

MARSHAL DE MARILTAL

was another Hugnenat., He conspired against
Richelien nnd was kidnapped by stealth at night
rom the midst of nds enmp, aod beheaded in Paris
In 1632 We come now to two victims ol the Hev-

olution,
MARSHAL BARON DR LUCKNER

was of German ongin,  He served under Frederick
1L, in the Seven Years' war, and inficted great
losgses on the French. But at the peace he settled
m Prance, gos naturalized and was ralsed to the
marsbalate. At the Rovolntion he was given a
commund in the French armies j touk Constral and
Menin and daleated the Austrinns at Valenclennes,
bus the Revolutionary tribunul decwded that a
marshal, baron snd an ex-German gould be no trug
republican, and o gatilotined nim (o 1784,
PHILIFPE DB NOAILLES,
Duke and Marshal de Mouchy, was born in 171§,
and was one of the most distinguished soldiers of
the last century. In 17890 he was appolnted Goy-
ernor of Versallies, and when the mob came from
Paris, on the Sth October, to carry oft the royal
family, ke fought in defence of his sovereign until
wounded and overpowered. The terrorists re-
membered tils In 1794 und guillotined bim like his
colleague, Luckner.
) MARSHAL NEY,

wiio was shot in 1815, was the seventh Marshal of
France who suffered public execution. As i8 well

known, his crlme consisted in  having de-
sorted to Napoleon's side when he waa
sent by Louis XVIIL to check the Empe-

ror, who had fled from Elba. He lought at
Waterioo and was promised amnesty by the terms
ol the eapitulation of Paris, but party spirit among
the royalists was too hot against nim. He was
tried by the House of Peera and senteuced to
death with but one dissentient vote. This vote
was that of the late Dake de Broglle, father of tne
present Freoch Premier.

MECHELLA'S LAST DAY.

4

All Hopes Fled=The Gallows Waiting

For Its Victim=The Comdemned Man

Calm and Seciuded.

This I8 the last day for Mecuella, the murderer,
upon this earth. At thiee o'clock yesterday after.
coon the preparations lor the execution were com-
pleted, The executioner tested the rope, the
noose and the welghts In presence of 30 odd
gaplng spectators. The new gallows worked well,
thought every one of them, while the man of death
hauled dJown the rope, chuckled and felt satisfled.
Up the wall from the outside cnmbed an
adventurous youtn, Wwho wanted to gee
what was going on, but he was bauled
down by the leg, and the imprecation
that followed gave rise to some levity altogether
unpardonabie among those standing in presence
of the machinery of death. All through the day
small groups visited the jJall yard and lingered
around the building, Every visitor desired to see
the condemned prisoner, but the pronibition pre-
viously published was strictly enlorced. The se-
clusion of tue unifortunate man had & salutary
efect, for he became at once tractable amd calm.
Deputy Sherif O'udrien, mided by two prisoners,
ku[zt watch over him during the day. He sub-
mitted to the termile test of being fitted by a
talor with clothing lor the grave without any visi-
ble emotion. Norton, the boarding house Keeper
with wuom Mechella boasrded just previous
to the commussion of the murder, was
admiied o see 1 but  alter the
excaange ol a lew sentences, Mechella appeared
tired of the intervicw and told Norton to eall
ngain, Norton, however, will take ch of the
body after death and convey it to New Yurk. The
funeral expenses will be defrayed by the Russian
Uonsul. ter Norton and the tallor leit, the
doomed mon walked upand down, with lolded
arms, in a very qulet mood, the irons having been
removed for the day. For the sake of his peace of
mind no (urther annonncement ol his anwachlu
death will be made til tbis morning. If ne shonl
become bolsterous and violent he will be bound
and carried to the gallows; but this course, the
SueriT thinks, will DOk be Necessar , A8 the
prisoner 18 tronblesome oply woen visilors ap-

proach his cell.

Contrary to exp ti the Sherif has lssued
passes to 250 persons, including 30 members of the
press, 81 freeholders, 37 physiciang and all the
county officers, With guch & crowd the mainten-
ance of order within the amall yard of the jall will
be a work of some dificulty. Deputy Sheruf
Cronan was the only oMcer who seemed to have
any regard for the convenience of members of the
gresu‘ for, In order to releve thewm from be

ustied and crowded out he caused the erectlou of
#eats on the roof of the washroom, within the
yard, Coroners Relnhardt and Mahan were In
the Jall severa: hours, and they complalned
bitterly of the manner in which tney have begn
treated by conm\{l'hnlmln Buck, who Intends to
take charge of the and give a perout lor
burial after death. The Coroners declared that
they will not tolerate such interference, as the
usurpation of thelr functions under a recent en-
actment I8 AD outrage on the community, 1f any
gcandal should arise out of tne quarrel between
the Coonty Physician and the Coroners to-day,
that ennctment will be swept out of sight at the
coming sesslon of wne Legislature. Loud comn-
plaints were also made against the Sherlif jor his
discrimination In lssuing m but thia was to
be m the calibre and

u:.mwd. Judging

social ding of many of those who flourished
their pusses %ul-ardu the Sheriff made some an-
fortunate seiections, It is to be regrettea that
Judge Bedle did not (ssue the customary warning
to the Sheriff to have the execution conducted as

.,

nader command of Lientenant Colo-
nel Toffey, will form in line at the jail at elgnt
o'cloek this morning. 'The oMcers the Conri
will preserve order within the jail, A wooden
fence on the wall of the ilrd and an awnlog over
the gallows shuta off the view from ont-
piders, No person Wil be allowed to Ap-
proach the walls on the outside, As the
prisoner’s brother took his final leave of him
'runmngl. no person will be s:rmmad 10 ap-
proach him, except the Hev. aars, Hedstrom
and Rice, up to the flnal moment. His brother
held a long conversation with a group near the
}:ll a few days ago, In which he stated that his

ther and mother in Finland knew nothing of the
fate: of their wreto son, nor will he Inform
them for some months, He will then write simply
t'l::l i‘acobud::d. o‘:‘ a late no':r‘ Ing :t.allltn
t gomer was pecoming resigned and re
his t?wm posmition. The deputies in charge stated
that they predicted this long ago. Mecnclla flnds
that the authorities are In earnest wich him &t last.

THE MORRISANIA HOMIOIDE.

The Investigation in regard to the death of
Edward Donoline, who was imjured st Melrose on
the 16th uls. by & young man named Michael
Tierney, was uonulndgi? 8t Morrisania on Wednes-

@ Although evidence waa given showin
that ihe aecused used undue violence tow
deceased on tne day named, the jury thought
otherwise, as they rendered a verdict of *‘death

by congestion of the brain, superinduced by lntem-
perance,” Tierney was accordingly discharged.

THE WORKINGMEN'S DEMONSTRATIONS.

Amnother Mecting Yosterday at Tompkins
Square=What the Police Authorktles
Intend To Do=Views of Chief Matsell
and Presldont Smith.

Another grand workingmen's demonstration
Was snnounced to take place yesterdsy tn Unfon
[ square, but at eleven o'clock only & few hundred
men were present, They behaved In & quiet,
Morderly manner, and, hearing that there wa: o
large German gatpering in Tompkins square, they
marched thitber, Instead of German workingmen,
bowever, they fonnd that the square was beld by
# squad of police, who denied them admission,
Suill, some of tbe men had already entered through
another gate, which the police had not watched,
and therefore no larther attempts were made Lo
prevent & meeting from being held. A sirong
pogse of police, under command of Captain Walsh,
remained on the ground to prevent any disturb-
ance.

Mr, Maavire, of the BSeventeenth ward, ad-
dressed the workingmen, He dilated upon thelr
great suferings, and sald the authorities aund the
Board of Assistant Aldermen were priocipally Lo
blame. A series of resolutions were then adopted
demanding work for the unemployed, the rigid en-
loreement of the Eight Hour law on public aud
private works, she abolition of the contract system
under the cily govermment, and the reduction of
house rent 20 per cent tor the benefs of the unem-
ployed, and Its total suspension until May!

The assembinge hurrahed and shouted when
these resolutions were adopted, and then ud-
Journed tll Tuesday mext, when they will tuke
purt in another demonstration arranged by the
Commitiee of Safety. s

As It was rumored that the workmen intended
10 march down to the Clty Hall, and a8 fears of
violence wire entertained, Captain Leary had 160
men at the City Hall pollce station, and General
Duryea Winsell superiotended their movemoents,
The workingmen, however, digpersed peaceiully
it Tompking square, without walung upon the
authorities at the Clty Hall

ACTION OF THE POLICE AUTHORITIER,

There was o great council of war held yesterday
morning at the ofice of the Superintendent of the
Folles, with reference to the demonstrations of the
workingmen. First Mayor Havemeyer was Im
seciet consultntion with the Chief, then the
Instrict Attorney came and was clogeted with the
latter lor quite o while, and the Commissioners also
talked the matter over when they came down

Atars, A reporter of the RERALD obtalned the
views of our great city digaitaries on thug subject,
WHAT MAYOR HAVEMUYER SAYH.

Mayor Husemeyer sald the Polu.‘.e were ready to
mest hny emergency thas could possibly arise, and
the recent order ol the Superintendent, requiring
all men not on duty to report at their respective
Brations at once, and to be held In reserve until
fartuer notice, wad issued in view ol sume such
emergency. Wiile the eds ol the workingmen
should be sttended Lo 1t necessary to protect
the city againet any excesses which some mis-
chievous men among them wight be led to com-
mit, He recalled the fime in 1857, when
the fallure of w large insurance company led the
then Mayor (Wood) to propose that the “working-
mau? gnould be supplied with an enormous guan-
tity ot flour, There was certainly no desire on
anybody's part 1o gee an hunest workingman saffer,
and he felt sure that everybody would be glad to
help peor men who showed that they were willing
to work. However, he did not approve of thelr
uslng cthrealening and otimidating langnage,
and thought that some of the men who Were
clamoring the loundest were men who had never
done o week’s work in their lives. A great many
men were always out of work in 8 city lilke tnis,
and particularly in the winter. It could not he
helped, and the honest workt en always saved
gometning agalnst these hard rimes, While ne
was willing to ao lor them all that was in s
POWeEr 1t Was necesaary that measures should be
taken to lorestall any disturbances Or eXcesscs,
and he lhou%nt the men who held toese deman-
strations understood this perlectly, He could not

#4Y more, a8 1t was nos well *'to be too wise."”
WHAT CHIEF MATSELL BAYS.

Buperintendent Motsell said nis recent order was
certuinly issued with a view 1o prevent any possi-
ble excesses or disturbances M the “working-
men.” Their warchword was “Always ready!”
wid  every blow they struck was for the mainte-
nance of law, order and peace, When asked
whether e apprehended any violence on the part
of auy of.the workingmen be sutd he always did
in every case, Aa it was his duty to apprehend vio-
lence every day sud every hour and o keep tne
force constantly ready to meet pny emergency. In

to the rumored secres couclaves of work-
ingmen he said he hud heard a great many stories
and rumors to this effect, and it was his duty to
investlgate every rumor which floated round, He
conld not say more, he addea jooularly, ms
& good general mnever disclosed all his
laps, Tius muoch was certaln—the po-
ice would always be found ready to quell any
disturbance within 30 minutes' notice. The men
who bad made thege demonstrauions and toreat-
eved to throw the Aldermen out of the windows
were not the honest workingmen of the city, who
were too orderly and peaceable to make use of
such threats, This morning they were unable to
draw more than 600 men to iheir meeung, althvugh
t:ln: had been talking of thonsands of sympa-
thizers.
WHAT PRESIDENT HENRY SMITH SAYS.

President Henry Smith sald 1,500 policemen
would be ready time, day or night, to gueil
any riot, and by the arrangements now in force
this number could Arrive at any given point within
20 minuces. The Cominissioners were determined
not to allow body of men to nse Incendiary
language, ana If Banks wounld agaln use his usual
infummatory language in pubiic he would be ar-
rested. People were arrcsted for bribing or at-
tempting to bribe legislators, and why should
thoy allow any ¥y ol men o coerce
the Board of Aldermen or any legwslative
council? The meaus which these men, who
called themselves “workingmen.” but who were
not workingmen, had endeavored to use wore
means ol downright coerclon. They had marchea
o & legislative body and demanded that the
members should vote for certain bilis even il they
violated their own consclence by doimg so. They
had pot asked them (o0 puss cerwmn bulis if thiey
deemed them Just or reasonable, but they de-
manded that the Aldermen shonld pass these blils,
whether they deemed thein right or wrong, The
police would not allow such unlaw ul inter;erence
in the luture, These men were not Working

RBegnlar Monthly Meeting — Important Ques-
tions Under Comsideration—The Banlkrupt
and Bevenne Laws—Memorial and Beso-
lutions To Be Presemted to Congress—
Report of the Special Committes on
“Colligions at Sea and the Use of
Eleotrio and Other Lights.”

The reguiar monthly meeting of the Chamber of
Commerce was held yesterday afternoom, at their
rooms on Willlam street, Vice Presldent Sumuel D,
Babcock tn the ohair.

Following the approval of the minutes of recent
meetings, regular and gpecial, Mr. Willlam J. Mc-
Alpine, on nomination of the Executive Commit-
tee, was elected an Roporary member of the
Chamber.

The resignation of Mr. A. A, Low as chalrman of
the Executive Committee wus submitted and lald
on the tabie,

The Executive Committee submitted the resigua-
tion of Mr. Charles A. Macy as trustee of the Insti-
tutton for the Bavings of Merchants’ Ulerks, and on
recommendation it was accepted and Mr. Charles
Lanier nnanimously elected to il the vacancy.

The committee aiso reported the decease of Mr.
Jonn Armstrong, a trustee oﬁue same (nstitution,
appoiuted by the Chamber, and nominated Mr.
Jamed M. Coustable to 0l the vacancy. Mr, Con-
stable was unanimously elected,

The committee submitted o letter from Mr, Ben-
jamin B, Bherman, President of the New York
Cheap Transportation Associstion, In reference Lo
the objects of the assoclation, which was referred
to Committee No. 7 for consideration.

THE BANEKRUFT LAW.

Mr, Exvrorr G, Cownpiy, of the Executive Com-
mittee, aubmitted the following memorial for the
consideration of the Chumber :(—

To mne HoworapLe taf Bunire ANp Hoosz or Rerae-

SENTATIVES OF TUK UNITED BTATES j—

ihe Cnamber of Commorce of the Stule of New York
regpectiully represent to your honorable bodles that, in
their opinion, the repeal of the existiog Bankrupt law
woulil be highl dctrllmn:uml Lo the vest Intercats ol bust-
ness men of sl cinsses, whether deblors or oreditors,
throughout the eutire conulry. at they Lelieve that
theso interesis will be best promoted by amending 1he
existing law, in some importent partealors rather than
Ly lLis total repesl.  that they regard a8 samong
Liese amendmonis & provison thit sball require alnrger
proportional share of creditors, both in nuosber awd
amuant, o put o debtor nto bankruptey than is neces-
Bury under the law ad it now standg, and that greater
s leguards than are now lurnished be provided 1or se-
euriug Lo creditors the property of & bankrapt, and lor
Preventing o wasie of his assels in expenses and unnec-
esmry lithgation, and especialiy that siringent provis-
1ons be ingorporated into the law to avold those delays
in it sdministration, uow =0 prejudicial to both deblurs
and creditors

BPEECH OF ELLIOIT C. COWDIN,

In support of this memorial Mr, Cowdin sald that
covert and very energetic efforts are going on to
procure the repeal of the Bankrupt law. The recent
hasty action of the House of Representatives does
not, In bis judgment, reflect the enlightened
opinion of the country. 1t seems 50 be a Budden
ofMshoot of that impatient spirit which would re-
form a system by destroying It. For a long period
the foremost nations of Europe have maintained s
bankrupt system, which, though often amended,

has never been abolished. Two primary proposi-
tions shonld be held—first, a unilorm sational

bankrupt law and Dot & variety of Btale
inrolvent laws meeta the exigency; sec-
ond, that the natlonal aystemn suhould be

& part of the seutled policy of the country.
Tnere are equally good reasons for naving a per-
muanent bankropt system that there are for having
& permanent system ol limitation in regard to the
time at which suits can be brough?. r. Cowdin
clus&g 4 very argumeniative speech In
words :—

Ilrllavm& an I do that its total repeal would be highly
injuripus to the trade and indnstry of the natian, anid
that its delects can be remedied by judiclous amend.
ments, it seemns 1o me to be the duty ol this Chamber, us
the ropresentative of the frst commercial city of the
sount y, W present to Congress a ru:gouuul memaoriunl
urging i {iflcation, but ag t the absol ruped
of the luw,

Mr. HuGeLES desired to amend the memorial
with whe introduction of “and also saleguards lor
bona Mde purcnasers from the bankropt," which
was accepted by Mr. Cowdin, waen the memorial
wis unanimously adopred by the Chamber.

THE REVENUE LAWS,

M1, JONATHAN BTURGES, on the part of Committee
No. 4, submitted the following in relation to the
subject of the Kevenue laws:—

Your committes, to whom was referred the general sub-
Ject of the Revenue laws, have given these il“"l%r\!l(cuﬂ-
Eideration auring a period ol months post, wid have lad
the results of the labors of an expertin these lnwa and
thelr administration lsid before themn  The subject in a
vasr one, and the committee have feit that 1t s not de-
siraple for the GCpamber W enter imto it in de-
tail, as if preparing an act for the levyin
and collection of a iariff. Buch a labor woul
be Immense, and probably ita practical efvects of but
httla value, But the committee are decadedly ol the
opinion that the Chamber should pronounce, in no equiv-
oval wanner, againgt the sbuses which have sprung up
under the revenoe laws, and should earnestly call upon
the Congress of the nation to amend these laws 80 as to
terminate the Indocement to these abuses aud reuder
their continuence Lnpossible,

We have seen the United States, with every facility for
denling honorably wiih imiporters and st the same time
Justly entorecing its laws, hold {18 powers as n rod of ter-
Tur over the commerce of the country and otfer the hope
of large peeuniary rewards to designing and unscrupu-
lous or %‘uor and &varicious officers in ita own employ-
ment. lien the lmporier presents us invoice ot '3
and the goods themselves to the United siates and aska
what amount of duty he shall &u the answer ought to
ve prompt wnd fisl  The Unlted Bwates, supplled
witn the gquotations of every market in the world,
requiring its own 10 certity o the correct-
nesd of every iovoice in the place of exportation,
wppointing 8 own uppraisers in the port of importation
ald requiring the oath of the importer, ought, with ail
these sources of inlormation and appliances for detect-
ing fraud, to give, within a reasonable ume, & final
answer to the question, “What duty is Lo be pafd on thig
Inveice!” But such is notihe practice, merchant
i left 1n o stite of uncertitude. In many cases he nelther
knows whether he wells at o ur?ﬂ!. or loss, or whether be
may nof, menths aiter cnmﬂ ving in good raith with
every demand or the United Btates, be branard ns a do-
frauder of the povernment, the sacrodness ot s private
domieile Invaded, his boeks artitrarily seized avo his
property ronflscated. such an operation oi the law
works & hideous tyracmy. In no civillced country, so
far as your committee has been able to learn, i« thure
any such uncertain, unegual, opprossive et of JAWS as
these Hevenue laws of our bonteed (ree Republic,

When gowds are about to be contseated under these
Jaws there is generally & compromise effected, bBut is
this compromise lor the beneiit of the government? or
helps i to s purer adm{nmrnlluu of the lawst ur does

& T

these

it was 8 misnomer to call them go, He did not be-
lieve that one honest workingman in the city was
In sympathy with them. Tu-dﬁ’ shey had had
about 600 at their meeting, and if all the working-
men who were ot ol work were in gympathy witn
them they would have had a gathering ol 10,000 at
least, He was satisfied that these men were not
hall an inch abesd ol the police, and that the lat-
ter were masters of the sitpatlon.

What these men wanted was not honest work,
but plunder. ‘I'he police, when they once struck
the firat blow, would strike heavily, and i the
“plunderers’’ were caught in the slightest viola-
twn ol the pubiic Jem they wouid be imme-
diately arrested. , Smith did not e!a:euh any
outbreak as might, but thought toey would choose
the asytime, go that the thieves, who followed In

their wake, mignt have a opportunity to
plunder. He alluded to theS t that they would
tarow the Aldermen out of the windows, and sad

they would not permit them to go 8o lar. When
asked whether any steps had been taken to insure
the co-operation of the mililin Mr., Smith sald this
WA Dol hece » 88 the police were perfect mas-
tera of the sitnation. He did not anticipate an
trouble this week, as the “workingmen" woul
not hold another demonstration until next Toes-
day, and they would surely walt until they were
massed together in large numbers belore asing
violence. However, the police “‘wonla be there.

oner Gardner eaid, indi tly, that
men aboulid not be allowed Lo threaten Aldermen
with throwing them out of windows; but Chier
Matseil told him that he had already consulied the
Dissriet Attorney In regard to this matter, and
that he had advised them to wait for the firat overt
act of violence, 80 a8 tv be sure to be in the tight.
‘I'ne District Attorney stated to the HERALD re-
porter that he had no doubt the police were using
all ane vigiiance to prevent any excesses,

“THE HOUSE THAT JAOK BUILT."

Judge A. J. Requler, of this city, will to-night de-
liver a lecture for a charitabie purpose in the
Church of the New Jerusalem, Thirty-flith street,
beiween Lexington and Park avenues, on the
above unique subject. The theme, while sugges-
tive of much that is humorous and facefious, is
more likely to be treated ina vewn that will em-

the ults of research, tamiliarity with an-
clent lore and truths which We ol the present day
have either forgotten or ignored. interest
attaching to the subject has elicited the altention
of many of the most distinguished men In New
York, and they will doubtiess be present to enjoy
the literary and historic plénsure to be agorded by
one of their own number.

ARREST OF AN ALLRGED DIAMORD THIEF.

Detectives Riggs and Butta, of the Brookiyn police,
vislted New York ydsterday, armed with a warrani
for the arrest of John Thompson, who I8 charged
with larceny from the person. The complainant
in the case is Mr. John Standard, of No. 381 Frankln
avenné, who was robbed of a diamond pin of con-
flderable value while riding on a Fulton aveuue
car about two weoks ago. The jewel was taken
oul of the shirt bosom of Mr, Standard und the
sueplclon of that gentleman fell upon the prisoner,
The 'y Who 18 80 years of age and a native of
this city, 18

to bel toa ol plokpocks
ets who on H&“‘cﬂl d on lh% streets,
Thompson, who is now in the Washington atreet
station, wii be a el 10T eXAMINATON to-day,
The property has not been recovered,

1 deter #of frawd by Imporierst By no
moenns AL is s promivm held out o dishonest importers,
and half the simount of the compromise goes into private
pockets of inlormers, who are aided by a minate and
Tooli=h amount of technicality in the luws, whnich are of
uncertsin mesulng, und decisions wpon which are con-
wnnally contheting.

= e commities therefore content themgelves at present
with reporting that relorms should be demanded by the
Uhmmnber, and they submit the tollowing resolutions and
recommend their sdoption :—

Resolved, That in the jndg this Cham? the
Iaws under which the castoms duties are now collected
are complex, cumprons and difMenlt to understand, and,
in connection with the demoralizing system of rewarding
informers Ly moisties, amd with the arbiirary powers
vested In officers who are themselves luformersto soize
books and papers, they oo cotmmonly serve as a trap tor
honest importers and an encouragement to corrupton,
vppression and privat bribery.

Kesolved, 'That these evils are so great and are exert-
ing so destructive an influence on morals of trade
tnat we respectiully ask ol Congress, in ihe name of the
commerce of the country, at ance to doaway with all
awards to informers and :ﬁ penalties and confiscations
for the benenit of salariod oMcors of the customs. to take
from such ofticers all powersaof arbitrary seizure of books
and papers, and to enforce the saoredness of private cor-
{;:puuueum when entrusted to the nation's keeping in

mals

Hesolved, That the difficulty of understanding n comn-
plex system of enstoms, and the facilives for fraud
aflorded by them, wre conslderations which imperatively
call tor the abolltion of ad valorem duties apy of cotn-
pound du and the substitutlon (or them of almple
specific dmies wnerever possible,

ltesolved, ‘That 8 committee of three be appointed to
prosent these resolutionsa to Congress, in the name of the
Uhamber, and to take such other measures ns they may
uua;:nl [ig‘r.upw to secure reformuatury legislation on these
subjec

SPERCH OF JACKBON 8. SCHULTZ.

The report of the cotnmittee being accepted, Mr.
JACKSON 8, SCHULTZ spoke at length In tavor of
the passage of the resolurions. He sald that he
was a willing witness belore the community and
the conntry of what he knew aud had seen. 'I'he
Ilast year had revealed the lact either that there

wos t depravity among the merchants of the
country or that the revenue officials had been
particularly diligent and faithfal, He lnstanced

the great and done by the
mon‘z'ml aeigure of vouks of amﬂ“l‘ ﬂﬂll., and

their ialr names tarnished and reputations as men
of probity destroyed forever, and a

that the exis laws demanded amend-
ment. The recelved informers

e b,

ments are found t
sbared allke by all o
The UOUFL_ that ompaRel. vhe uey. - He: shougit

o nt el els the jary.
that whatever share ol thia nluxor bad been re-
ceived by the government should not Im deflle
the public . That gnn inio could
nol now be reached, but that in the hands of the
guvernment can be and should bhe, The speaker
then lustanved tiie class of revenue cages thiat had
come under his observation. Plrst, were the dia-
mond cases, and under this head Was that of &
merchant who had been snnoyed by the customas
officinls “mh. package of vhese precious
stones of which Agent abroad lhaed d
him. Taking all known rigltful &te
the matter, such 8s apprising the m‘;

in
, he
found at last that the diamonds had

and it was at 1 expense that nie could finall
obtain them, d then, too, & lettar which the
Collector been notified would be sent Lo the
:.!::ur n oare MIII;‘I' ':znad before the

eT Wi pmui rece| Buch W
were am&:&nwnmd. Second, wero the sugar
caacs, and & rich placer for iInformants.
Under thia oul

were also reco i
one betng that of & West 1nain 'mm:‘;.:#:‘rgl"
pherclle o

25 years pnrqu & certaln course
ing to whe quality of the ar  CArgocs
he hed received, but at mwvcmmw::t

detectives caused snlt brought against him
for the under-valuation ef a certain cargo

L}
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had ous or

montha _befors R-”

found him gullty and he was fin
0l the valoe ol the sugar and
Court, amounting to over

000, Not a§
once settling, he was arrested at
though 75 years of age, dragged by ro o‘iﬂm
toa airty prison. Aller searclung throogh tw
States Lo ascertain the amount of property
merchant had in his name the matter was com
mised the sam of $10,000, his entire aval
Other cuses of wrong and In
were cited, and Mr, Schnltz movea the adoption
which received the unan
vole of rthe Chamber.

The committee calied for to presant the resolud
tions to Congress were then appointed by the
Chalr, be Jackson 8. Bohuitz, James 8
Stranaban sod Joseph Sellgman.

COLLISIONS

AT SEA,
r. JonN AusTIN STEVENS, Jr., on the
special committes to whom wis referred
resolutiuns on the subject of *‘collislons at ses

oft

i
the use of electric snd Other lights,” snbmit
coples of memornaia to Congress for
eatablishiment of wn “Interns commission o
Tc-l:];‘.ilhnm;u-mms_- POWOTS, 1O ounuuler"tuadmbjaa ol

OnS At s, il their remedy,' and also 8
port, 1o which they say ;— L -

In the ease of the Ville du Havre,

m the ﬁlllg
phe el might not have been av which ls
probable, nand o beilbant Ii‘-:htn:mwn the steamer's con
the chances of escape would have Leen Lmmessurably
lucressed.,

ir such

1 lights, they

1t 1 nutural, then, to inquire why, advantages

T SRR, M

not been alieady sdoptod by our oosnn steam 1 ] ol
answor to this i thad, antil aulte ¢ ull such lgh

ean bee secured by the nse ol powerin
huve been extremely costly, both lr--lnut.’ﬁo comp
nature of the optical justruments wog ¢ ture
lu_%lanmvr cnnrunmdl, - a e
@ prineiple of the Drommond light s rojec

of an oxXhydrogen Uame upon i:un.-l,‘ e \l,nﬁ,f., mﬁﬂll
doscence of thoe lmostone emitting a light o O&ﬁm
brilllancy aud power. Sut e production of Uhe necoss
SArY Dent is so costly Lo this Hght, and s ma n
roguires so much sewntiic oare, that it has oot ::
practical use at sea, i

Latur discoveries in eloctriclty, or rather in the appli=
eation ol its propertivs, have dobe away wilh the necess
nt[s‘ ol lnﬂ‘ combustibie matter.  The principic of
tgleotric Mght' is the production of inteuss hgut by
interrupton of the clectrion! clreult, the heat renderin,
incandescent the carbon cones wiich wrimmate the wi

% af the o} § points of separaton Un

quite recently, however, the producion of the earren
ol electricity has Involved & chemical proces of oo nice’
aeharsoter to be readily or conlinuously carried on ag
weah. Hut within a lew years & wiy hag been lfound ton
develope the electrical” current LY wmechanical Iuma

Brought to bear upon magnetie tard. A slmple machin
contsing 8 pumber of powerful magne’s, distributed o
an nmmovable frame, their poles toward the cenurs
within the gronp of magoets are colls of soft jrom,
enciosed In copper wire and wrapped with silk.  Thesa
cotls wre attached to so axle, whicl, s it is turned o
motive power, presents or withdraws the end of eue
coil 10 or from 4 pole of one of the Hnxed m e
The currcnts tius established wre of groal power, Leciise:
ol greas rapidity. All these separate coll currents arel
combined N che Singlé current of enormous powery
wineh [# 1 turn carried to the carbon points of interrup-
tlon, and produces a Hght which, being constautly main-
tained from the sboriiniervals st which the curent ar«
rives and pusses from point o point, has all the characte
of a fixed lght, O1 course s intensity of the Ughtd
pends who!ly upon ihe rapiiity with which the sxle
moves, This, oot of the most imporiant and valuabie n}ﬂ
the recent discoveriesor sclence, is caled tne “"muagoetos
electrie” lgnt, The lght doveloped in_this mmar
claimed to e equsl to that ol ctuuhi the ordina;
moile of measursipent, and to be only 235 times less tham
sanlight, and to be cupeblo of penulraling & 1og or & dise
tanee ol two miles,

suceessinl exporiments woere first made with tius light
by the Freneh government doring the rah ot Iﬁ. et
enr of the war, irom the Phare at 5t Adresse, Havre,|
etier known as the “Uap de la Hove,”) and it is said to
Lo wvisible irom this clevated pos )
distance,

1ts peculiar advantages over all other powerfnl lghts
for stenmsiip vessels consist o tho mets, that there is no’
combusi ible matior necessary o its use: that no mi-
cal ngencied are required, nod that the mechanical for
requisite tor the development of the electrical carreme
may be nuEinml without additopal cost by the mouve
power of the =team engine [Hell

Moreover, rhiu!nihl hus bad the advantage of & prac-
theal trial at sea. It was in successial use on bon
steamer st Laurent, of the French Transatinutic 1
in e summer of B0, and was only removed rein
vessel Uy order of the Fremeh government, who pla
1t upon the lortiteadons of Paris, where its vower en-
abled the defence to wrrest the raising of Prussian ba
teries at mwight at the polots thus llumioeted.  Mr.
Muckenzie, the esteemed and worthy agent of the
Frepnch line and wember of this Chamber, in reply
to a communicution addy o him on sulijeet off
*‘the probable costof this Hght,'" writes, *hat while un-
able 1o positively say what the cost of naing the lightl
was per day (on the 5t. Laurent)™ he thought '‘that it waal
nos muech, ns the power to work the machine was de-
rived irom the steam required for the propulsion of the
stewwer without any additlonal consumption of coal’™
If it be thought desirable to separate the power to works
the machine trom the geneval steam power of the ship,,
a two-lorse enging will supply suiticlent driving forve,
at an expense of o few bushels of conl ];cr duy.

The pateni of the “magneto-electric’ light for the
Ameriean Conlinent is now lLeld by the American M
neto-Eleetrio Light Company of New yvork, U
ention to them your committes was inprmed that the
original cost ol the wachine is ghout $2.000, and Lhat the
running expense whore motlve power exisis issbout
three cents rur hour, 2

1n the bellef o1 your Commirtee, the facts hern ‘stated
fully warrant them in urging upon the Uhamber ol Com-
meres the propricty of requesting Congress to pass Ak
net requiring thot all stesmers shall carey o lHght equab
in brillisney and power to that heren described. =hoakd
any better ur chenper be devised, itwoald unturally taka
Its'plnce. None inthe knowledge of your oumml.{- ut
present competss with it in exther ol these respects

LIFE BAFTR.

Mr. STEVENRSE algo offiered the lollewing resolutionty
bearing upon the same subject, wlich were
adopled :—

Renolved, That in the opinton of this Chamber it shoukd
be required by law thut every steamship, currying pas
sengers, be provided with® lite rarts tor the fariher
salety of bife, the extent ol boat arcommodation being
notoriously inadeguate, amd the lad ahing so un Ny
while the alinost total absenee of any wood or doatng
material in modern iron eonstruotions leaves the unfor-
tunats vietim of aceloent without other means of even
transient guiety than tie bonts afford,

Kesolved, That m the opinlon ot this Chamber there
no better form of lile vait than that which is_kn
a# the.Monitur Life sSaving Rurt, which has res
eeived tho p medal at the FParis kr.ponil.lon and of
other exhibitions in 1ois country, und hasthe warm en-
dorsemett of high offtcersof the United states Nuvy,

Resolved, That these resolutions be trananited to
Congress, with n request that they ve lald beiore the In-
ternational Commission on Marine Disasters, o1 the e
tublishinent of which the Chamber recsutly memorial-

Uougress, or sl course &S may stam Lo
it wise to order.

The Chamber then adjourned untll to-morrow
alternoon at ball-past (wo o'¢lock.

TENNESSEE MUSINGS.

Politics and Finance in Andy Johnson's
Home=Railroad Burdens—Crop Move-
ments.

NASHVILLE, Jan. 4, 1874.
The political atmosphere here 1s quiet just now,
though thie parties are arranging their jorces for
the elections of the presens year.
ANDREW JOHNSON
has been with ng for the last two weeks, FHis aima
and purposes have not been well delined, and iho
leaders ol both parties are disinclined to-take him
up. Asan independent candidate he can accoms
plish nothing. 1le developed his full strength
toe last election, recelving about 35,000 votes, His
cgourse embittered the democratic leaders to such
an extent that they will never amMiiate with him
again, He s the first prominent politician that
has openly and boldly denonnced the late eivil war.
The republicans are kindly disposed towards Mr,

Johnson, bus-his hostilify to General Grant drives
them from mm, The re &lﬂ:um party in this State
feels that it owes (0 liim lia snccess (o the lase
Congressional election ; but his swar 18 evidently
declining; he will siuk between the two parties.
THE FINANCIAL PROSPECTS OF THIS STATE

are not bright. Its outstanding bonds with their
funded interest nmount to $30,000,000, A revenus
Inw was passed ut the lnst sesalon of tha Legisin-
ture to meet the interest in July and Jaopuary,
which will amount to nearly 1,800,008, The reves
nue agsessed will be sufficient to pay the interest,
but mot the current al.xgeml of the gov-
ernment. The State offic are already, under
an act of the lature, re the money
to pay :m: interest, and are issuing warrants

for the of Ty expenses, which pass in the mar-
kot at a discount. state of things wiil not
long exist, as the will become clamorous

neople
for the payment ol :uﬂ': claims. The reissuing of
the ponds and the innding of the accumulated in-
terest by the last Legisiature have become exoeed-
ingly unpopular. ‘Che annual
INTEREST OF THE STATE DEBT 18 TNCREASED

to $300,000, apd It 15 looked upon as & scheme of
the boudholder and the raliroad monopolists. The
bonds were secarad by stalulory morlgages om
ronds; and they having been soll. the
purchasers were anxious to. ol
and the bondholder wanted intercst On his
unpald interest, and hence, th h their infiuence
and that of the Governor and his friends. who
were warm advocates of the measure, the bill was
parsed. The present State omiclals have lost the
confidence of their party, aud there in “nons so

oor as ao them reverencs,” unless It be an oMooe
Enldu or seeker, There 18 an nowl on the.

pars of the great body of the people repudiata
the debt of the Stave; buk the

FAILURE OF THR CROPS,
to some extent, and the tightness of Ty
much discontent, By the ne lawy
horses, cattle, &c,, are taxed w were r‘.mo-

for empt, and Nﬂlﬂ?- classes

lﬂ;:l’xahrgﬂlht to fesl u&u buraens.

necessartly renders the poor man dissatisfied, and’

I much fear 118 uitimate effect npon the honor

and credit ol the B entire

road Intereat of

sold, lﬂﬂuﬂ.ﬂf to about $40,000,

secured by ata utoaonu from which'
$14,000, has

only leavingy
the debt to be puid by taxation. loﬂml!r
crease in the value of o

» save .Malu: from repudiation of her debt.
e n
oucmmd red from the scourges of the

Past year

BUSINERS MAS RESUMED
in m‘:amedmtv{.mg. ‘unlm 18 'gm mn ‘;!II.
no “‘l‘u
Lﬂfe!,-u it o‘::.»'t.-s she producer at least 13 mm
the mrmers are hopeful and are
the coming crop und looking for bester times in'the

OORONER'S INQUESTS IN NEWARK.,

An inguest was held in Newark last evenling on
the body of one John Rauger, who was found
at nls bouse under suspleious wcmmﬂ ® i
dootor's evidence showed that death resalt
excessive drintiog. A verdiot was rendered so
cordingly. 1n the case of Willlam Sipp, Who Was
tound dead 1o the house of Kate Melaughlan, the
inguest wiil be conclnded to-dav. Tha WOLAD M
heid without ball .



